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Opening 
Hours

Monday to Friday 
7.30 – 7pm

Saturday 
8am – 4pm

Sunday 
9am – 3pm

Public Holidays 
CLOSED

Consultation by 
appointment

In the case of out of  
clinic hours emergency,  
call Perth Vet Emergency 

on 1300 040 400

DENTAL MONTH
Dental disease can affect both our young and old patients and can lead 
to significant discomfort and generalised ill health when not appropriately 
treated. 

It is important for pet owners to be pro-active about dental health for our pets and DENTAL 
MONTH is a great way of learning more about whether your pet may be prone to dental 

disease and how we can treat or prevent it from being an issue in the future. 

For the month of September 2018 we are offering the following specials for all our canine and 
feline patients: 

• FREE dental health checks with our qualified nurses.  
Call to book your pet’s dental health check today! 

• Dental Scale and Polishes for cats and dogs including 
Dental X-rays and a dental show bag for $500. That’s a 
SAVING of more than 25%.

• Plus, an additional 20% off tooth extractions if required  
for your pet.  (20% discount applies to extractions only). 

As with people, most pets will require some degree of oral 
health treatment at some stage of their life. So if you don’t 
regularly check your pet’s teeth then NOW is the time to 
get a professional dental check. Please call now to find out 
more or to book a consultation with our vets or nurses for 
your pet.  
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We had so much fun last year that we are doing it all again! 
When: Sunday, October 28th 2018

Where: Yokine Regional Open Space, Yokine (Cnr Wordsworth St & Dryden St)

Time: 9.00am – 1.00pm

The Wheel of Pawtune will be making its return and  
there will be show bags galore for all those that visit  
us at the Doubleview Vet Stand. 
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These feathered friends are growing in popularity for 
suburban backyards. They provide eggs, produce fertiliser, 

eat kitchen scraps, control insects and weeds and help to 
loosen the soil while scratching. They also have individual 
personalities and bond with their owner like traditional pets 
such dogs and cats. 

Although they are a relatively low maintenance pet, they do 
have specific needs that should be catered for to ensure they 
stay happy and healthy (and lay lots of eggs!). 

• Chicken coop - somewhere warm and dry in winter, 
protected from the weather, predators (including other pets!) 
and shaded from the sun in summer. Chickens are quite 
sensitive to the heat and the cold, so a good quality chicken 
coop or enclosure is vital to the health of your pets. 

• Nest boxes - somewhere off the ground and lined with 
something soft such as straw to lay their lovely eggs! 

• Correct diet - a good quality laying pellet with all the 
vitamins and minerals included. Table scraps including 
fruit and vegies can be given in addition to the pellets (take 
care as some foods cannot be given to chickens - such as 
avocado skins and onions).

• Mental stimulation - chickens are smart animals and enjoy 
foraging in the garden for insects and worms. You can also 
provide toys such as swings to sit on and corn hanging from 
string for them to jump up and eat. 

• Safety in numbers - chickens are a flock animal and they 
are much happier with friends than being on their own. 

• Health care - chickens do require parasite control like other 
pets and vet checks to ensure they are in good condition.

Have you ever considered keeping chickens as pets?  
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• Check with your local council regarding the rules and 
regulations required for owning and housing pet chickens on 
your property. 

For most of the laying breeds of chicken you can expect to get 
one egg per day but for some hens it is less than this. During 
the colder winter months most chickens have a period of 
moulting where they do not lay any eggs. 

Note on toxins/fertilisers/poisons- please ensure if you are 
going to let your chickens forage in the garden, that you do not 
use any fertilisers or other products that may be poisonous to 
animals. Most products will have written on the label if they are 
safe or not. 

If you have any queries regarding owning chickens or getting 
your chickens checked by the vet please give us a call!

THE KEYS TO KEEPING 
CHICKENS AS PETS

Spring  
Chickens
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Middle aged to older dogs as well as obese dogs are at 
higher risk factors in the development of IVDD. 

Diagnosis of IVDD is made on thorough physical and 
neurological examination and often imaging of the spine with 
either x-rays, CT, MRI or myelography. Imaging can also help 
to rule out other causes of spinal pain which may present in 
a similar fashion to disc disease, such as fibrocartilaginous 
embolism or neoplasia. Advanced imaging such as CT, 
MRI or myelography is also essential in severe cases to 
understand the extent of injury for pre-surgical planning. 
Disc disease can be graded, this grading system helps to 
determine what’s the most appropriate treatment and what 
long term prognosis may be. Grade 1 disc disease is best 
characterised as dogs with pain but no neurological deficits. 
Grade 2 disc disease are individuals that have pain as well 
as mild neurological deficits. Grade 3 disc disease dogs 
have paresis this may involve the forelimbs, hindlimbs or 
both. Grade 4 disc disease dogs are paralysed but still have 
pain perception. Grace 5 disc disease are dogs that have 
paralysis and no pain perception. This is the most severe 
cases and carries a very guarded prognosis.  

Individuals with grade 1 or 2 disc disease can often be 
managed medically however there is always the risk they 
may progress to higher grades of disease. Grade 3, 4, 5 
require rapid intervention and sometimes specialist surgery 
to prevent permanent loss of function. 

Any dog that develops sudden pain or loss of normal 
movement should be assessed by a veterinarian as soon  
as possible.

Anatomic illustration of the spinal canal and intervertebral disk.  
A: Demonstrating normal anatomy of the lumbar spine. B: An annular “disc bulge.” C: An annular tear with herniation of the nucleus pulposus causing nerve root impingement.

Intervertebral disc disease or IVDD refers to 
a number of conditions affecting the spine 
of dogs. To understand the disease it is 
important to understand the anatomy of the 
backbone (spine).  

The spine is made up of multiple bones, called vertebrae. 
Joints between each vertebrae allow the spine to have 

the flexibility for normal movement. Each joint between the 
vertebrae has a cartilage disc for cushioning the impact 
of movement. There is also a protected space above the 
vertebra which the nerves of the spine travel and exit the 
spine to communicate with the muscles and soft tissues 
of the body. In IVDD we see disease of the cartilage disc 
resulting in collapse of the space between the vertebrae and 
some degree of protrusion of the disc upward toward the 
spinal cord. The compression of the spinal cord caused by 
the protruding disc is what causes the pain and potential 
loss of function seen in this disease. This disease can affect 
one or multiple discs anywhere along the length of the spine. 
As a result of this the signs can vary greatly but usually 
involve pain, lameness or varying degrees of immobility 
(wobbly or staggered walking, dragging paws) and in severe 
cases paresis or paralysis. Signs can be localised to the 
forelimbs, hindlimbs, all four limbs or neck depending on the 
area or areas of spine affected. 

Any dog can potentially develop IVDD however some breeds 
are at higher risk and there are some predisposing risk 
factors. 

Intervertebral disc disease in dogs can be classified as either 
Type 1 or Type 2. Type 1 disc disease is more commonly 
recognised in small and chondrodysplastic dogs (short 
limbed and long bodied breeds) such as the Corgi, Pug, 
Dachshund, French Bull Dog and Beagle.  Type 1 disc 
disease often presents as acute onset of pain. Initially signs 
may be vague but can progress rapidly in severity ranging 
from lameness to sometimes in paresis or even paralysis. 

Type 2 disc disease is more often diagnosed in middle to 
large breeds such as Dobermanns, German Shepherds and 
Labradors. Presentation is per acute, more sudden and 
severe initially, such as yelping during activity followed by 
limping or pain, but then may seem to improve or become 
more chronic/recurrent in nature. With time however the 
disease often progresses and can then result in a sudden 
turn to paresis or paralysis.  

BACK IN ACTION
Intervertebral Disc Disease
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For any more information on any of the articles seen in this season’s issue of ‘Paws For Thought’ contact the clinic on 9341 1200

www.doubleviewvet.com.au
admin@doubleviewvet.com.au

Let us know your email address so we can send reminders and newsletters direct to you via email in the future!
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ON THE WEB
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The Doubleview Vet Centre is 
welcoming some new members 

to our team and saying farewell Dr 
Veronica Peck, who has been a 
permanent fixture at the clinic since 
2012. Dr Veronica is embarking on a new journey expecting 
her first non-fur (human) baby this September and will be on 
maternity leave for the next 12 months, after which time she 
will surely be back at the clinic. She hopes all her patients stay 
happy and healthy during this time. 

While Dr Veronica is on maternity leave we welcome Dr 
Katharine Lake, in a full-time capacity, for the next 12 months. 
Dr Katharine graduated from Murdoch University in 2015 
and along with special interests in small animal medicine and 
surgery are her pet Labrador Molly, running and her passion for 
the Freo Dockers! 

We also welcome Dr Maddie Bhagwat 
as a full-time veterinarian to our 
team. Dr Maddie graduated Murdoch 
University in 2010 and has worked 
extensively in small animal practice 

in Perth as well as working for Vets Beyond Borders in 2013. 
Dr Maddie has an avid interest in soft tissue surgery and feline 
medicine. Her hobbies include painting, practicing yoga and 
baking vegan desserts. She shares her home with two cheeky 
cats Leo and Dutch, who most certainly rule the household! 

Our third new face you are bound to see is our new receptionist, 
Peta McLoughlin. Peta has worked in the veterinary industry for 
the past 10 years. Peta is passionate about animals and enjoys 
advising owners on how to best care for their pets. Peta shares 
her home with her 2 long-haired cats Alex and Penny and enjoys 
pet sitting dogs and puppy kisses.

With Compliments...
We love meeting new members of our community! For those of you that frequent the 
Doubleview Vets, you may already know that we are an independently owned small animal 
veterinary practice that pride ourselves on providing a gold standard of veterinary care. We 
also love being involved with the local community as part of events and try and support other 
local small businesses. 

If you have enjoyed your experience with us at Doubleview Vets, then please let your friends 
and family with pets know. If they bring their pets to us and let us know that you have referred 
them, you will receive a complimentary coffee voucher from our favourite local café Pizzaca as a 
thank you!  Pizzaca have a great menu, lots of yummy sweets (which all our staff can vouch for) 
and have a great dog friendly outdoor seating area! 

To keep up to date with our latest specials, competitions and client education seminars by 
following us on Facebook. 


