
 

Demodex 

Explanation of disease  

The Demodex mite is a normal inhabitant in the skin of a dog. This parasite lives at the base of the hair 

follicles and are usually present in low numbers in a healthy dog. In some dogs, this parasite grows 

rapidly, resulting in a skin condition known as demodicosis.  

Clinical Symptoms  

The disease is characterised by one or several patches of hair loss, the most common areas affected 

are the head, limbs and flanks but can occur anywhere and in severe cases can affect the whole body. 

The skin may also be itchy or become secondarily infected resulting in crust, scale and redness. Dogs 

with the disease fall into one of two categories based on age:  

 

 Juvenile Demodex – these dogs are usually less than 18 months of age when signs first 
develop. The underlying causes of juvenile onset demodex is thought to be associated with a 
defect in the immune system. This may be influenced by numerous factors including genetics, 
hormonal change, nutrition, parasitism and stress.  

 

 Adult Onset Demodex – these dogs present with signs at 4 years or age or older. In these 
cases, the skin disease is secondary to underlying systemic disease such as Cushing’s disease, 
hypothyroidism or even cancer. This form is rare. It requires thorough investigation into the 
underlying disease process and appropriate treatment, as well as treatment of the mites.  

 
Diagnostic Procedure  

Diagnosis of demodicosis is made from a combination of clinical presentation and skin scrapings. A 

skin scraping is a non-invasive, easily performed test done at the veterinary clinic as part of a 

consultation with the vet. It involves the vet taking a scraping of the superficial layer of skin cells to 

examine under a microscopic. If even one demodex mite is seen under the microscope then the 

diagnosis is confirmed. In rare cases the mites may not be visualised under the microscope and in 

these cases, repeat skin scrapes or treatment may be initiated based on the degree of suspicion by 

the vet.  

Treatment  

If your pet is diagnosed with juvenile demodicosis a treatment plan will be initiated which involves 

your dog taking a Bravecto Chew. This is a new medication proven to treat the mites and ongoing use 

of Bravecto should help reduce the likelihood of recurrence. To ensure there is a response to the 

medication, a recheck and repeat skin scrape is advised 6 weeks after the initial dose of Bravecto is 

given. Should the mites persist, a second dose of Bravecto may be advised. In some refractory cases, 

alternative treatments with either weekly injections or daily oral medications may be required.  

Dogs that have had demodex are recommended to stay on Bravecto long term, it should be given 

every 3 months.  

In adult onset demodex cases thorough investigation is required as there is often an underlying 

disease that is causing the demodex and this underlying disease requires treatment or management 

to successfully control the demodex also.  


