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SENIORS SEASON
It’s that time of year again! 

I  t’s that time of the year again! We love to celebrate our senior pets and are passionate about 
keeping them happy and healthy. A yearly health check and blood tests are a great way 

to better understand your pet’s overall health and may alert you to early stages of chronic 
disease. Early diagnosis of many conditions can lead to more treatment options and successful 
management often improving long term prognosis or slowing progression of the disease, which 
maximises quality of life.  

We are offering three outstanding packages for senior pets (dogs and 
cats over 7 years of age) from 1th June 2018 to 31st August 2018. 
Call to book today and to find out which package is best suited  
to your aging companion. 

GOLD – Includes - consultation, comprehensive 
blood and urine test and blood pressure check, 
comprehensive eye check.  $400

SILVER – Includes - consultation, comprehensive 
blood and urine test.  $350

BRONZE – Includes - consultation, basic blood test 
and urine test.  $220                               
 

THAT IS A SAVING OF OVER 20%! 
In conjunction with the packages, we will be offering 
an additional 20% off on thyroid testing if indicated 
and also 20% off senior varieties of Hills and Advance 
Premium Pet foods when bought in clinic. Plus,  
go into the draw to WIN your pet a senior pet 
pamper pack. 

If you’re senior pet has had a recent check 
then keep an eye out on our Facebook 
page as we will be doing a range of 
weekly specials and give-aways for 
senior pets as well.  

www.doubleviewvet.com.au
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The term seizure is used to describe the uncontrolled movements of a limb or whole body as a 
result of randomly firing pathways in the brain. 

They are most commonly associated with a state of 
unconsciousness however partial seizures may involve only 

one area of the body (limb/face) in an otherwise conscious 
animal. Seizure activity can vary greatly in both severity and 
duration, never the less they can be very scary and confronting 
for pet owners who have never seen something like this before. 
Along with uncontrolled body movements (rapid uncoordinated 
stiffening and relaxing of body muscles) it is common for pets 
to froth or salivate at the mouth, eyes may appear rolled back 
or distant, pupils can be small or large, as well as have loss of 
bladder and/or bowel. The treatment of a seizure really depends 
on the underlying cause and there can be a number of different 
causes to seizures in pets. The cause can often be determined 
through a thorough history, physical examination, blood and 
urine tests as well as advanced imaging such as CT or MRI 
scans. 

 
The most common causes of 
seizures in young animals (less 
than 7 years of age) include:

• Toxins such as snail bait, 
organophosphates, pyrethrins, 
chocolate.

• Disease within the brain such as 
epilepsy which is more common 
in some breeds such as Beagles, 
Boxers and German Shepherds.  

• Congenital conditions of the liver,  
 adrenals or kidneys such  
 as portosystemic shunts. 

• Infectious diseases such as    
 toxoplasmosis, neosporosis,  
 cryptococcus and lyme disease. 

 
The most common causes of seizures in older animals 
(greater then 7 years of age) include: 

• Toxins such as snail bait, organophosphates, pyrethrins, 
chocolate.

• Metabolic or hormonal diseases affecting normal function of 
the liver, adrenals or kidneys such as Addisons disease and 
Diabetes. 

• Infectious diseases such as toxoplasmosis, neosporosis, 
cryptococcus and lyme disease. 

• Disease affecting the brain such as masses or less commonly 
epilepsy. 

Treatment of seizures can be targeted and specific in the cases 
where a toxin is identified. Other times supportive measures 
are taken such as induced anaesthesia, decontamination of the 
gastrointestinal tract and intravenous fluids while it takes time for 
the toxin to pass. 

In cases where infectious causes are identified specific 
medications can help eliminate the infectious cause, although 
supportive treatments to stop further seizure events is also often 
required. 

In cases where there is metabolic/hormonal disease, treating the 
underlying condition is very important. 

When the cause is determined to be intracranial (within the 
brain) such as the case with epilepsy or tumours there only the 
option is to use medications to suppress the seizure activity. 
This is life long, requires close monitoring and often the use of 
multiple medications if seizures become non responsive to initial 
treatments. In some cases where the seizures are very mild or 
infrequent no medication is indicated. Strict monitoring and 
recording of the seizure episodes so that medical intervention 
can be commenced as soon as they become more violent/longer 
or more frequent in nature. 

Good quality of life can be achieved once the seizures are 
appropriately managed. 

 
First Aid if your pet has or is having a seizure: 

•  Contact your nearest veterinary clinic. 

•  Look to see if there are any obvious toxins or poisons in the 
area where your pet is/has been. Make your veterinarian 
aware of what poison/toxin it was or bring the packaging with 
you. 

•  It is often important to note how long the seizure lasts. It can 
often seem a lot longer at the time, but if possible look at a 
clock/watch to get a better indication as to how long it is/has 
lasted. 

• Make the environment as dark and quiet as possible, this 
includes while transporting your pet to the vet or after the 
seizure has finished. 

• Remove obvious objects in the environment which could 
cause harm. Place pillows around hard/sharp walls/furniture 
to try and minimise the risk of injury during the uncontrolled 
movements that occur during a seizure. 

• Keep the environment cool, this may include turning on 
aircon/fan in the area or in the car when transporting your pet 
to the vets.

DO NOT Panic. Call the nearest vet clinic or vet emergency 
centre for advice. 

DO NOT Try and hold your pet down or restrain them, it will 
not stop the seizure any quicker. If you require to 

move/transport your pet, use a sling or light towel to support 
their body. 

DO NOT Attempt to pull your pets tongue out of its mouth. 
They will not choke upon it during a seizure and 

going close to their mouth may result in an accidental bite. 

 

Understanding SEIZURES
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Once the baby arrives: 

• Bringing home a blanket from the hospital with the smell of 
the baby can help with awareness of pets so that when baby 
does arrive home it is not as big a surprise. 

• Encourage a positive association between your pets and the 
baby, by giving your pet attention both while baby is present, 
as well as giving your pet some one on one attention.

• Always supervise any interaction between babies, children 
and pets. 

For the most part our pets do not pose many risks to pregnant 
women however some precautions should be taken to ensure 
the safety for the mum to be:

• Toxoplasmosis, is a disease that can pose risks to the foetus 
of women who become exposed during pregnancy. It is 
most commonly associated with cats which are carriers of 
the disease and shed it within faeces. Thus, is advisable for 
pregnant women to not clean litter trays or to wear gloves and 
wash hands well if they absolutely have to. This parasite can 
also be found in soil so caution when gardening should be 
taken and it is also found in raw meat so good hygiene when 
handling raw meat is imperative or should be avoided when 
pregnant.

• Some medicated creams, ointments and tablets can also be 
harmful so if your pet requires medication check with your 
doctor if it is safe for you to handle. Ideally designate the job 
of administering the medications to someone else. If this is 
not possible pregnant women should wear gloves and always 
wash hands well. 

• Lifting and carrying pets can be dangerous depending on the 
pet’s weight and also because of unpredictable movement 
while held, which may result in an accidental kick or knock to 
the belly.

• Bites or scratches, during pregnancy can pose a greater risk 
of infection. These should always be reported to the doctor.

• Jumping and pulling on lead, these habits are not good 
manners and can pose issues not only during pregnancy 
but also when the new born comes along. It is important to 
instigate appropriate training to discourage this well prior to 
the impending arrival of a baby.  

If you need further support or advice on adjusting your 
pet to family life at any stage, there is always professional 
behaviourists and trainers. For further details on who to contact, 
call the clinic today.

Our pets are often a big part of our families. 
For children growing up, pets can help teach 
life lessons and provide companionship. 
However introducing a new baby to the 
family pet does require some preparation and 
nurturing to ensure a positive bond is formed 
for the future.  

Pets can often detect changes in pregnant women due to the 
hormonal and physical changes that occur. It is important 

that we start to prepare pets for the impending arrival of a 
new family member and the changes it brings well before the 
time comes. For some pets this change can cause anxiety 
and stress, which can then result in frustration for owners and 
lessening of the bond between our pets and the family. The 
following are some simple changes to instigate prior to a baby’s 
arrival: 

• Early on it is important to ensure we reinforce good manners. 
This includes not pulling on lead walks and walking at heel. 
Not jumping. Not begging for food. For cats, not jumping 
onto food preparation or bathroom benches. Starting to 
change feeding times/locations and walking routines can also 
be useful as they may become more erratic when the baby 
arrives. 

• Crate training can also be very useful, especially if your 
pet sleeps in your room or on your bed as this may need 
to change once a child arrives. Crates mimic dens, which 
provide dogs with a place of security and refuge when they 
may be feeling stressed or anxious. 

• Encourage independent behaviour, using kongs, food trails, 
toys etc to provide/encourage independent play will help 
reduce stress to your pet when you don’t have as much time 
to spend engaging with them. 

• Closer to the impending arrival starting to introduce baby 
items into the house such as prams, cots and high chairs, 
encouraging your pet to become familiar with these new 
items. Using baby gates and teaching pets which areas of the 
house they are allowed and areas they are not (ie/ nursery and 
around changing areas) is also important. 

• Playing baby crying recordings can also help with pets that 
are noise sensitive. Giving them lots of positive rewards for 
calm behaviour when this occurs. 

• Make the home environmental more relaxing for your pet by 
using Feliway or Adaptil pheromone diffusers or supplements 
such as complete calm or zylkene in your pets meals. These 
are particularly helpful for pets that may be already a little 
anxious about new situations. For best results these should 
be used at least a month prior to the new arrival and ongoing 
after that. 

Growing Families – Pregnancy,  
Pets & Children
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For any more information on any of the articles seen in this seasons’ issue of ‘Paws For Thought’ contact the clinic on 9341 1200

www.doubleviewvet.com.au
admin@doubleviewvet.com.au

Let us know your email address so we can send reminders and newsletters direct to you via email in the future!

WE ARE ALSO  
ON THE WEB

CAT FLU
Cat Flu is the common term to describe 
upper respiratory disease in cats which is 
caused by a number of common viruses and 
sometimes secondary bacterial infection. 

As the name suggests, cat flu is characterised by signs of fever, 
ocular and nasal discharge and poor appetite. However, signs 
can become more severe with malaise, lameness, anorexia,  
eye ulcers, oral ulcers and gingivitis. 

The viral diseases implicated in cat flu include feline herpes 
virus and feline caliciviris. When a cat or kitten is exposed to 
these viruses they may react in several ways. Some individuals 
will develop ill health while others may have immune systems 
competent enough to develop immunity and clear the infection 
without developing signs of disease. Cats or kittens that have 
had exposure to these viruses can also become carriers of these 
viral diseases, meaning they may have intermittent episodes 
of ill health and also intermittently shed the virus regardless of 
whether they are showing signs. Feline herpes virus in particular 
becomes dormant in the tissues of carrier cats but can become 
active again at time of stress or immune suppression. These 
cats often become lifelong carriers of the virus. Feline calicivirus 
is shed continuously during and after active infection. However 
over time the number of viral particles shed decreases, with only 
few cats becoming lifelong carriers. 

Viral infection can also be complicated by secondary bacterial 
infection with Bordetella, Chlamydia and Mycoplasma. These 
can also be commonly found in many cats even without signs of 
ill health. 

Transmission of the cat flu is typically through direct contact 
with infected or carrier cats. The virus is found in ocular, nasal 
and oral secretions both of symptomatic cats and asymptomatic 
cats that are either carriers or have had recent infection. Less 
commonly contaminated bedding, bowls or other shared items 
in the environment may pose a risk to non-infected cats. 

Treatment of cat flu involves supportive care as there is 
no specific cure for these viral diseases. Good nutrition, 
maintaining hydration, steam therapy, decongestants and 
anti-inflammatories help ease signs. However, in severe cases 
antibiotics, Lysine supplementation and anti-viral agents may be 
required. 

Vaccination can help reduce the likelihood of naïve cats 
developing cat flu, but for carriers it will not stop reactivation of 
the virus. 


