
The Doubleview Vet Centre will be making its debut at the City of Stirling’s 
pet event of the year, the PAW-SOME DAY OUT! 

It is a FREE event for everyone celebrating our furry four-legged friends! 
The Doubleview team will be offering:

• Show bags for everyone who visits us at the stand (while stocks last). 

• Enter the raffle to WIN a deluxe pet hamper. 

• A WEIGH and WIN presented by Hills Pet Nutrition – have your dog weighed and its body condition 
 assessed for a chance to WIN a bag of Hills biscuits. 

• The Wheel of ‘Paw’tune – take a spin to WIN something fun for your Fur-friend (while prizes last).

• Plus, learn more about our clinic, our services and our team. Check out our website  
 www.doubleviewvet.com.au or Facebook page for clinic tours and photos from the day. 

When: Sunday the 29th October 2017
Where: Charles Riley Reserve, North Beach. 
Time: 9am – 1pm. 

Paws  
for thought...

Spring 2017

177 Scarborough Beach Road Scarborough 6019, Phone: 9341 1200, Email: admin@doubleviewvet.com.au

www.doubleviewvet.com.au

SPEcial 
TOPicS:

Paw-some 
Day Out

Patient of  
the month

Fifty shades 
of hay

inSidE ThiS 
iSSuE:

Paw-some 
Day Out 1

CATch ups –  
Have we seen 
your cat lately?  1

Patient of  
the Month  2

Fifty Shades  
of Hay   3

Gesundheit: 
Reverse  
Sneezing  
in dogs  4

Native News –  
Echidnas 4

PA -SO EPA -SO E

Have we seen your cat lately? 

As a cat friendly clinic we are advocates for feline 
health. It’s been shown that there are around 3.9 

million pet cats in Australia, but many aren’t getting the 
veterinary care they need. While 79% of pet dogs were 
taken to the vet at least once in 2016, only 65% of cats 
had at least one check up. This is to their detriment as a 

routine annual health check is the best way 
to detect ill-health and learn more about 
preventative health care.   

Coming this October the Doubleview Vet 
Centre will be involved with the ‘Have we 
seen your cat lately?’ program which aims 
to educate cat owners about common 
health concerns and bust myths about 
cats visiting the vet clinic.

 
Myth: Cats are generally healthier 
and experience less health problems 
than dogs.

Cats are no more or less healthy than dogs, and 
require the same level of preventative health care 
and annual health checks to maintain good health 
just like dogs. 

 
Myth: Cats show signs of being sick  
or being in pain the same as dogs do.

Cats are very adept at hiding signs of ill-health. 
Sometimes subtle signs such as slow weight loss, 
sleeping more or being less interactive can be 
symptoms of something more serious. 

CATch-ups

Stay tuned to our Facebook page for more info 
and specials or book your cat in for a catch-up 
with our veterinarians this spring. 

We look forward to seeing 

you and your pet there! 
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Ginger is a 5-year-old domestic shorthair cat. Ginger is your typical outgoing, adventurous 
indoor and outdoor cat. He has been a healthy cat up until he presented to the Doubleview Vet 
Centre in July of last year. 

The owners became concerned after noticing Ginger had developed a swelling over his nose. On thorough physical 
examination of Ginger, he was found to have a firm, non-painful swelling over the bridge of the nose. There was no 
evidence of wounds or trauma and Ginger seemed otherwise in good health. The physical appearance of the facial 

lesion raised suspicion of a disease called Cryptococcus and blood tests were recommended to further investigate. The 
blood test performed specifically looks for the presence of cryptococcal antigen within the blood. An antigen is the part of a 
pathogen identified by the body’s immune system and thus what instigates antibody production by the immune system to try 
and fight the infection. Ginger has a high level of antigen detected, confirming infection and the diagnosis of Cryptococcus 
as the cause of the swelling on Ginger’s nose. 

Cryptococcus is a fungal infection common in cats. There are two forms of Cryptococcus; a yeast type organism and a 
filamentous spore. The filamentous fungal spores are commonly found in the environment. Depending on the species of 
Cryptococcus it may be found inhabiting detritus, pigeon faeces or in the bark of gum trees. Thus, outdoor cats are most at 
risk of exposure; The filamentous form of Cryptococcus can also affect dogs and humans although less common. Infection 
is typically through inhalation of spores. If the local immune system does not eliminate the infection, the fungi will propagate 
causing signs such as sneezing, nasal discharge and granulomas (firm inflammatory lumps at the site of infection, as was the 
case for Ginger). Cryptococcus is capable of causing wider spread infection in the body, sometimes affecting the lungs, eyes 
or brain however this form of disease is less common in Australia and is more frequently seen in dogs than cats.  

Diagnosis of Cryptococcus is through demonstrating the presence of the fungi within the lesion and detecting the antigen 
within the blood stream. In some instances, X-rays or fungal cultures may also be required.  

Treatment of Cryptococcus can be prolonged and Ginger is still currently undergoing treatment for the disease. He has 
responded incredibly well to the medications and the swelling on his nose has now disappeared. Antifungal medication is 
generally the mainstay of treatment and is required until there is no evidence of the fungal antigen present within the blood. 
With treatment clinical signs including the swelling associated with the fungal granuloma’s resolve and once no further fungal 
antigen is detected cats are considered cured but not immune. 

MEET GinGER
OuR PaTiEnT OF ThE MOnTh
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FIFTY SHADES
OF HAY

Hay is a staple in the diet of most pocket pets. Its large particle size and fibre content make 
it fantastic for promoting good dental and gastrointestinal health. There are several different 
types of hay and to the untrained eye they may all appear very similar but there can be 

significant differences in nutritional value. Understanding these differences can help when choosing 
the best type for your pocket pet. 

Hay by definition is grass that has been cut and dried for animal feed. It is commonly used as 
a supplementary feed when fresh grass is unavailable or in low supply. Hay has very similar 
nutritional value to fresh grass. In contrast straw is the stalk or stem of grass which is a typically a 
waste product but dried for use in barns or hutches as animal bedding. Chaff is simply finely cut 
coarse hay and straw and a common component of pocket pet mixes. Nutritionally straw has little 
nutritional value and Chaff’s small particle size makes it ineffective. 

The nutritional value of hay will vary depending on the origins of the grass. The most common 
types of grass hays available for feed include Alfalfa or Lucerne Hay, Oaten Hay, Meadow Hay and 
Timothy Hay. Nutritionally the fibre, silica, calcium and protein content are most important. High 
fibre (for digestive health), high silica (the abrasive action of which helps maintain healthy dentition), 
low to moderate calcium (preventing excessive urinary excretion and possibly preventing urinary 
stones) moderate protein (to maintain healthy body mass without excessive weight gain) content is 
desirable. Generally Oaten, Meadow and Timothy hay are best suited for adult rabbits and guinea 
pigs. Alfalfa tends to be higher in protein and calcium making it appropriate for growing or pregnant 
pocket pets but not as an everyday feed. 

When purchasing hay, it is important to inspect the bag for any signs of mould or contaminates like 
string, metal fibres or insects and when storing hay, it should be kept in a cool, dry environment. 
When feeding fresh grasses always cut the grass low keeping it long, lawn mower clippings may 
be too crushed or heated which reduces particle size and also may start fermentation making them 
more difficult to digest.  If acquiring fresh foliage from outside environments rinsing under fresh 
water first is advisable as this can remove possible chemical, viral or parasitic contamination.  

For all rabbits and guinea pigs an unlimited source of grass or grass hay should always be provided 
as well as access fresh forage and vegetables. For more information about where to purchase hay 
for your pocket pet, contact us or your local pet stock supplier. 

What makes the best roughage  
for your pocket pet?
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For any more information on any of the articles seen in this seasons’ issue of ‘Paws For Thought’ contact the clinic on 9341 1200

www.doubleviewvet.com.au
admin@doubleviewvet.com.au

Let us know your email address so we can send reminders and newsletters direct to you via email in the future!

wE aRE alSO  
On ThE wEB

Reverse Sneezing in Dogs

The short beaked echidna is the only one of the five 
subspecies of echidna found in Western Australia. 

Most commonly seen in north western areas, they 
are also found in the Northern Territory and arid 
central areas. 

Echidnas although not critically endangered are often hard to 
spot in the wild. They are solitary in nature taking up temporary 
residence in burrows, fallen tree hollows, dense bush or caves. 

Their spines provide ample protection with adult echidnas having few 
natural predators other than cars! Juveniles can be vulnerable to attack 

by dingoes, foxes and goannas. 

Echidnas are of the species Tachyglossus the origins of the word translate to ‘rapid tongue’. Short beaked echidnas are insectivores, 
feeding predominately on termites and ants. They use their long, sticky, speedy tongue to extract insects from nests beneath the ground 
and have strong forelimbs to facilitate digging for food and breaking down termite mounds. Electroreceptors in the snout aid in detection 
of insects. 

Echindas are egg-laying mammals. They breed once a year, with a gestation of 2 weeks. A single egg is deposited directly into the 
females pouch where it stays for 10 days before hatching. Uniquely echindas do not have nipples, instead they feed their young milk 
through pores in the skin of the abdomen. Females create burrows for their young with the juvenile echidnas do not emerge until they are a 
year old. In captivity short beaked echidnas can reach 50 years of age.

NATIVE NEWS – ECHIDNAS

Reverse sneezing is a common condition of dogs. It can affect dogs 
of any age or breed but is considered more common in dogs with 
short snouts (brachycephalic) such as Pugs, Bulldogs and Shih Tzus.

A reverse sneeze is characterised by multiple rapid successions of inhalation through the nose, usually resulting in a harsh 
snorting sound and can be accompanied by gagging also. The event of a reverse sneeze can appear distressing and 
severe to owners and can sometimes be mistaken for respiratory distress, choking or gagging. Dogs will often stand with 

their head and neck extended, the chest often expands while abdomen becomes tucked in during the reverse sneeze. It can 
sometimes last seconds or minutes, but in most cases, will resolve on its own with the dog having no adverse or long-standing 
consequence to the episode. 

It is thought that reverse sneezing occurs as a result of irritation around the nasopharynx. This may be due to local irritation from 
allergens, foreign bodies such as sticks or bones, mucus or food. Dogs with an elongated soft palate or brachycephalic airways 
such as bulldogs and pugs have an increased incidence of reverse sneezing. It is generally more common in small dogs and rare 
in cats

Episodes of reverse sneezing tend to occur randomly however over-excitement, sniffing and eating can all precipitate an episode. 

There is no specific treatment for reverse sneezing, however if it becomes increasingly persistent or severe in nature then 
examination of the nasopharynx by a veterinarian is sometimes required.


