
Recently there has been growing awareness of 
a new variant of canine Parvovirus (CPV-2c) 

in Australia. This variant has not previously been 
recognised within Australia and as such veterinarians 
are being advised to educate dog owners about the 
risks of Parvovirus and this new strain. 

Parvovirus has only been present in the worlds dog 
population since the late 1970’s. Several variants 
are present across the globe, with different variants 
seeming endemic in different areas. So, although the 
CPV-2c variant has not been previously recognised 
in Australia it is commonly found throughout Europe, 
North and South America and parts of Asia. 

The virus causes severe haemorrhagic gastroenteritis 
(vomiting and diarrhoea becoming rapidly bloody and 
profuse). With no specific treatment, the disease is 
often fatal. All the CPV2 variants are believed to be 
highly virulent to dogs of all ages, but most cases 
involve puppies and non-vaccinated adults. It is 
thought the mortality rate of infected dogs is close to 
50%. 

The virus is of particular concern as it is resilient and 
persists within the environment for up to 12 months. 
Transmission is via faecal-oral contamination a result 
of direct contact with the virus in the environment. 

The virus has an incubation period where the dog 
may appear healthy, however is capable of shedding 
viral particles in their faeces. 

This best way to protect dogs is with maintaining 
up to date vaccination. It is expected that currently 
registered parvovirus vaccines in Australia will 
provide adequate protection against CPV-2c variant. 
In rare instances vaccine failure can occur. This is 
generally related to factors associated with the health 
or immune status of the individual dog. Should you 
have any further questions regarding parvovirus and 
your pet or to check if your dog’s vaccination is up to 
date please contact the clinic directly. 
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It’s that time of year again!
W  e love to celebrate our senior pets and are passionate about keeping them happy and healthy. 

A yearly health check and blood tests are a great way to better understand your pet’s general health 
and may alert you to early stages of chronic disease.  Early diagnosis of conditions often leads to more 
successful treatment and management to slow the disease progress and give your pet the best quality  
of life into their twilight years. 

We are offering three packages for senior pets until 31st August 2017. 

GOLD – Consultation, general health profile blood test, urine analysis, blood pressure test 
and intra-ocular pressure check.  
$360 (SAVING OF $130)

SILVER – Consultation, general health profile blood test and urine analysis.                                                                       
$320 (SAVING OF $105)

BRONZE – Consultation and minor health profile blood test, urine concentration and dipstick.                                                                                                                                        
$220 (SAVING OF $115)
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PETSIONERS
Understanding Cognitive 
Dysfunctions in Cats 
and Dogs

Many pet owners will be lucky 
enough to own a pet into 
their senior years.  Like 

us, age results in changes both 
physically within the body as well 
as within the mind. As our pets 
age, it is important to recognise 
changes in behaviour. Some 
of these changes may be 
associated with the normal 
aging process, however 
other changes may be a 
sign of medical illness or 
cognitive dysfunction. 
Cognitive dysfunction is a 
condition resulting in changes in 
behaviour specifically in geriatric pets 
that cannot otherwise be explained by 
underlying metabolic disease or physical 
aliment.  Cognitive dysfunction is believed 
to be the result of several different changes 
within the brain including; loss of neurons 
(these form the pathways of communication 
between the brain the body), cortical atrophy  
(shrinking of the outer layer of the brain), build up of plaques  
(In dogs, plaques predominately found in the area of the brain 
responsible for memory) and dysfunction of neurotransmitter 
(predominately affecting the levels of endorphins such as dopamine, which 
influence mood and emotional state).  
These changes result in altered behaviour, predominately; 

•	Disorientation – appearing lost/staring blankly, vocalising randomly, trembling, anxiety or aggression. 

•	Forgetfulness – Loss of learnt behaviours such as not responding to trained commands or toileting in inappropriate places. 

• Increased/decreased social interaction – becoming more or less dependent on owners, spending more time isolated. 

•	Changes in daily activity and sleep patterns – restlessness at night or sleeping more, appetite changes. 

Any behavioural change is potentially significant in our aging pets and should be investigated. Cognitive dysfunction is only 
determined by ruling out other possible causes for such behavioural change and in some cases there may be concurrent physical 
disease or pain as well as a cognitive component. As many physical or organ based diseases can be treated or palliated knowing 
there presence is important, rather then making assumption that it’s ‘just old age’. Appropriate management of physical-organ based 
disease can improve quality of life and sometimes longevity.  Some organ based diseases that can result in signs similar to cognitive 
dysfunction include; liver disease, kidney disease, cushing’s disease, thyroid disease, diabetes, arthritis, urinary sphincter weakness, 
cardiac disease and impairment of hearing/vision. All of these diseases can be ruled out with a series of investigation, starting with a 
thorough physical exam of the pet and often blood and urine tests. In some cases imaging such as x-ray or ulatrasound will also be 
required. 

In cases of true cognitive dysfunction there are strategies to help manage the disease and improve quality of life, however there is no 
cure. A multi-modal approach is often necessary and can involve changes in diet, medications, neutroceutical supplements as well 
as physical therapies such as environmental enrichment and behaviour modification training proving that perhaps you can teach old 
dogs new tricks. 
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Roxy was brought in to the clinic after becoming acutely 
non-weight bearing on the right foreleg after playing fetch 
in the yard. On examination of Roxy it was clear her leg 

was very painful. There was evidence of swelling around her right 
elbow and concerns were heightened when crepitus was also felt 
in the region. Xrays of the forelimb were recommended to assess 
whether Roxy had a fracture. 

Roxy was given an anaesthetic and xrays of the right foreleg were 
taken. The xrays revealed a fracture through the growth plate 
of humerus the long bone in the foreleg. This unexpected injury 
could severely affect Roxy’s bone development and long-term 
mobility if not correctly repaired. Given Roxy’s size, age and 
severity of the fracture she was referred to WAVEs specialists for 
surgical repair. 

Roxy was lucky as she had pet insurance which helped cover 
some of the cost of specialist surgery. Roxy is now recovering 
well from her surgery. 

MEET ROXY
OuR PaTiEnT  
OF ThE MOnTh

Meet Roxy a 3 month old maltese terrier 
cross. Roxy is a spirited, energetic and 
bubbly pup.

EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED
The importance of pet insurance

Owning a pet brings lots of new experiences to both seasoned and new pet owners. 
As pet owners, we are responsible for the health and wellbeing of our pets and always  
want to provide them with the best medical care. Pet insurance is becoming an 

increasingly popular as it provides peace of mind to pet owners. 

Pet insurance is ideally taken out in our young healthy puppies and kittens, to ensure there are no 
pre-existing exclusions on the cover. Most pet insurance companies will offer a range of policy types, 
from basic cover of accident only, to more comprehensive policies which may cover illness as well as 
accident. In most cases the value of pet insurance is not fully appreciated until something unexpected 
happens such as motor vehicle accidents, cat or dog fights or accidental ingestion of toxins/poisons. 
Which are all perhaps more common conditions seen by vets then what pet owners realise. Aside from 
its use at times of unexpected accidents some pet insurance policies will also contribute to costs of 
routine health care such as vaccination, as well as specialist treatments and alternative therapies like acupuncture and physiotherapy. 
Pets that often benefit most from pet insurance are our senior pets as medical conditions requiring long term medical management 
become costly over time and are more common in pets over 7 years of age.

Like any insurance it is important to investigate what is covered exactly in the policy and closely read the PDS statements.  
Certain breeds may incur exclusions or incur higher premiums due to higher incidence of certain conditions within the breed.  
Likewise, most policies have a waiting period. 

For further information on the benefits of pet insurance for your pet, please contact the clinic directly. 
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For any more information on any of the articles seen in this seasons’ issue of ‘Paws For Thought’ contact the clinic on 9341 1200

www.doubleviewvet.com.au
admin@doubleviewvet.com.au

Let us know your email address so we can send reminders and newsletters direct to you via email in the future!

wE aRE alSO  
On ThE wEB

Our

New Vets

You may have noticed some new faces at the clinic in 
the last few months; we have had a few locum vets and 
nurses who have been covering shifts while some full 

time staff take a well-deserved holiday. We are very happy to 
welcome two new full-time vets to our team. 

Dr Liadain graduated from Dublin University in 2011 and has 
worked in a number of small animal practices across Ireland 
and the UK. After spending some time travelling the world she 
has found herself settled in sunny Perth and joined the team 
at Doubleview Vet. In her spare time Liadain enjoys reading and making the most of the sunshine here in Perth spending time exploring 
WA and the great outdoors. 

Dr Kathryn graduated from Murdoch University in 2011, and has been working in Perth as a small animal vet for 5 years before arriving 
at Doubleview Vet.  She loves living and working by the coast and has a passion for the outdoors as well as food, coffee and keeping 
active. At home, her playful dog Mossy, cats Tootie, Buffy and Marlow, and chickens keep her busy.  She is looking forward to meeting 
and getting to know all the clients and pets of Doubleview.

In addition to Dr Liadain and Dr Kathryn, you may have also met our new Vet Nurse Tegan. 

Tegan has been nursing since 2014 and has worked in small animal, mixed animal, specialist dermatology and exotic animal clinics 
across WA. her diverse experience has made her a brilliant asset to our team. 

We thank you for your patience while our new staff have been settling in and hope you enjoy getting to know them as much as we have. 

Mites are a common parasite of both rabbits and guinea 
pigs. They can cause significant skin disease and 
distress if left untreated often resulting in severe itching, 

hair loss, crusting and dry scale. Sometimes with mites the 
intense itching caused by mites can be mistaken for tremoring. 
Luckily, mites can be easily treated.  It is always important if 
mites or skin disease is suspected in your pocket pet to have 
them checked by a veterinarian. The recommended treatments 
are used off-label and the dose is different to that for cats and 
dogs. Accurate dosing based on the rabbit or guinea pig’s 
weight is important. You should always consult a veterinary 
professional before applying any anti-parasitic medications to 
your pocket pet.  

There are several different types of mites including fur mites, 
ear mites and sarcoptic mites which cause mange. Although 
most mites are species specific they can also bite humans when 
infestation is severe. Where mites are suspected a skin scrape 
test can be performed. This often reveals the presence of the 
mites under the microscope, confirming the diagnosis.  Mites 
often contaminate hay and most pocket pet’s contract mites 
from the environment. However mites can also be acquired 
through introduction of new animals into the house. Where 
rabbits and guinea pigs are housed together the mites can affect 
both equally. Prevention of mites is through regular cleaning 
of the environment, acquiring hay from reputable sources and 
regular treatment of all animals in the household. 

a      ighty itch
Treatment for mites in pocket pets


